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SUBJECT: IBM JAPAN: POSSIBLE ANTI-MONOPOLY VIOLATION 

1 . APRIL 27 WALL STREET JOURNAL REPORTS THAT IBM JAPAN HAS 
PREMATURELY ANNOUNCED A NEW MEDIUM-SIZE COMPUTER SYSTEM, 
AND THAT JAPANESE AUTHORITIES ARE INVESTIGATING POSSIBILITY 
THAT IBM MAY THEREBY HAVE VIOLATED ANTI-MONOPOLY LAWS. 

2. THE JOURNAL ARTICLE STATES THAT EMPLOYEES OE IBM JAPAN, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IN VIOLATION OF COMPANY POLICY FORBIDDING DISCUSSION OF 
UNANNOUNCED NEW PRODUCTS OUTSIDE THE COMPANY, HAVE BEEN 
TRYING TO PROMOTE SALES OF A NEW FAMILY OF COMPUTERS TO BE 
KNOWN AS THE SERIES E WHICH WILL REPLACE MODELS 115-2 AND 
125-2 OF THE SYSTEM 370 SERIES. CITING THE ASAHI SHIMBUN, 

THE ARTICLE STATES THAT IBM SALESMEN IN JAPAN EMPHASIZED 
TO CUSTOMERS THAT THE NEW SERIES WOULD BE ANNOUNCED SHORTLY 
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AND COULD BE SHIPPED AS EARLY AS NEXT SPRING. THE NEW 
MACHINES REPORTEDLY HAVE TWICE THE PEREORMANCE OE THE COM- 
PUTERS THEY WILL REPLACE BUT WILL SELL AT ABOUT THE SAME 
PRICE. THE PREMATURE SALES EEEORT, WHICH WAS UNCOVERED BY 
AN IBM INVESTIGATION, APPEARS TO HAVE PROMPTED MITI AND 
JETC TO BEGIN INQUIRIES TO DETERMINE WHETHER ANTI-MONOPOLY 
LAWS HAVE BEEN VIOLATED. 

3. DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE LEARNING WHAT INEORMATION 
YOU CAN GATHER ON THIS MATTER. IN PARTICULAR, DEPARTMENT 
WOULD LIKE EMBASSY'S ASSESSMENT AS TO WHETHER SERIOUS 
INQUIRY ON ANTI-MONOPOLY VIOLATION IS BEING MADE. CHRISTOPHER 
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